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PlAN oN IT!
upcoming mission 
center events
oCToBER 2017
3 - Deadline to Report MC Conference Delegates
6-8 - NW Singles Fall Retreat, Samish Island
14 - Lewis River Fundraiser, Portland
14-15 - temple School: Intro. to Priesthood 
Ministry, Redmond
20 - Deadline to Register for Pastors’ Breakfast
20-21 - temple School: Ministry of the Elder, eugene
20-22 - Caravan Staff Retreat
27-29 - Women’s Retreat, Samish Island

NoVEMBER 2017
4-5 - Mission Center Conference, Portland
7 - Deadline to Report Cong. Attendance (pastors)
17-19 - Sr. high Youth Retreat, Lewis River
26 - Woodland Park Dinner & Drama, 5 pm

DECEMBER 2017
4 - Deadline to Report 2018 Congregation Officers
29 - Deadline to Submit 2018 Congregational 
Budget to MCFO

JANUARY 2018
Caravan huddles begin

FEBRUARY 2018
9-11 - Young Adult Winter Retreat, Lewis River
23-25 - Youth Ministries Summit, Lewis River
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this year’s annual Mission Center Conference will 
be held Saturday, November 4 and Sunday, 
November 5 at Portland Congregation (4837 Ne 
Couch St., Portland OR 97213). 

    to engage in mission is to venture with Christ into possibly 
new and unknown areas of ministry. Venturing into the 
unknown can be daring and even a little unsettling, but it 
creates exciting opportunities for us if we are willing to listen 
and engage. We find assurance that God journeys along with 
us on this spiritual venture! therefore, at this pivotal time in 
the life of our mission center, our conference theme is Boldly 
Follow God’s Vision. We look to our newest scripture, Doctrine 

and Covenants 165, as it provides the backdrop to our conference experience. We invite 
all to come to conference as we explore this theme through worship and session themes 
that challenge, reassure, and lead us into 2018 and beyond. May we come open and 
prepared to be empowered to live out that vision together as we move forward into new 
and exciting avenues of being a Community of Christ. 
 Our guest ministers will be David Nii, Bishop of the USA, and Bill McFarlin, 
Western USA Mission Field Support Minister. Conference will include lots of music, 
business, testimonies for new priesthood calls, ordinations, fellowship, and worship by 
and for all ages. Whether you’re a delegate, member, or friend, we hope you’ll attend for 
all or part of Mission Center Conference!

arrival & registration
 Registration will begin at 9 am on Saturday. this is the time to pick up name tags, 
materials, lunch tickets, and pastors’ gifts; visit the fundraising and informational table 

mission center conference:
boldly follow god’s vision
by Karen Beckman householder, GPNW Communications Administrator & Lead Conference Planner
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displays in the Music Room; and check in any 
children with child care (see sidebar). 
 there is handicapped/limited mobil-
ity parking in the parking lot adjacent to the 
church. Others may park in the parking lot 
across the street or on the street. Parking is 
limited, so please plan ahead to carpool when 
possible and allow extra time to find parking.

opening worship: a divine vision is 
before us
 Our opening Worship will start at 9:30 
am with 15 minutes of hymn singing, fol-
lowed by our traditional flag processional 
at 9:45 am. Mission Center President Kim 
Naten will give opening remarks in this 
worship celebrating our gathering in com-
munity for the weekend to worship and 
share in fellowship and decision-making 
together. Included will be an opportunity for 
A Disciple’s Generous Response.

delegate orientation: living the spirit 
of zion
 A Delegate orientation will begin at 
10:45 am to discuss conference business and 
allow time for questions. Review all business 
documents on the Mission Center website at 
www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/conference. David 
Nii will present. 

lunch fellowship and meetings
 Our lunch break, from 12-2 pm, pro-
vides time for fellowship or special group 
meetings. Reserve a catered lunch to eat in 
the building or bring your own. View the 
menu and reserve your lunch at 
www.conferencelunch2017.eventbrite.com, 
or contact Conference Planner Jill Brunette 
(jbrunette@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-207-
8712) by 3 pm on Friday, october 27. 
 Purchased catered lunches will be wait-
ing at meeting rooms again for those attend-
ees—no need to stand in line! When purchas-
ing your lunch online, be sure to indicate 
which meeting you are attending for lunch 
delivery, in addition to responding to your 
meeting invitation for your group leader’s 
planning. 

business session: awaken to holy 
opportunities
 Our afternoon Business Session, from 
2-5:30 pm, will include: 
•	 Special reports, sustaining of Mission 

Center leadership, and acknowledging 

transitions
•	 Voting on two resolutions regarding 

the mission center’s role in the Bend 
Congregation Property Development 
Project

•	 Consideration of the 2018 Operating/
Missional Budget

•	 Consideration of priesthood call to high 
Priest for Kim Naten (Cowlitz Valley 
Congregation). 

saturday night youth and young adult 
event
 Youth and young adults will have a host-
ed dinner and then go roller skating at Oaks 
Park (7805 Se Oaks Park Way, Portland, 
OR 97202) from 7-9 pm. Parents will need 
to pick up their child(ren) from Oaks Park 
at 9 pm. Cost is $10 per person. Contact 
Sean langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@
cofchrist-gpnw.org).

pastors’ breakfast: god calls
 Sunday morning, pastors are invited to 
our traditional Pastors’ Breakfast, to be held 
from 7:30-9:15 am at The Grotto (8840 Ne 
Skidmore St., Portland OR 97220). Presenters 
include fellow pastors, guest ministers David 
Nii and Bill McFarlin, as well as Mission 
Center President Kim Naten. Pastors, be sure 
to RSVP by Friday, october 20. Space is 
limited. 

ordination worship: enriching our 
spiritual community
 Join us Sunday morning from 10-10:45 
am at Portland Congregation for a special 
ordination worship service. Bill McFarlin 
will provide the ordination charge as Dan 
Jackson (Southridge Congregation), whose 
call was sustained at last year’s Mission 
Center Conference, is ordained to the office 
of Bishop and, pending sustaining by the 
conference on Saturday, Kim Naten (Cowlitz 
Valley Congregation) is ordained to the office 
of high Priest. 

communion worship: boldly follow
 Our 11 am worship service will feature 
David Nii bringing the morning message and 
the serving of bread and wine communion. 
An offering to defray the costs of Mission 
Center Conference will be received at this 
service. Conference will adjourn by 12:30 
pm.

preparing for
mc conference 

register for child care
 Child care is available for children 
ages 0-11 on Saturday from 9 am-5:30 

pm, except during lunch (12-2 pm), 
and on Sunday from 9:30 am-12:30 

pm. to ensure that we have adequate 
child care staff, please register your 
children by contacting Conference 
Planner Jill Brunette (jbrunette@

cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-207-8712) by 
Monday, october 30. 

reserve accommodations
 the following motels are around 
2.5 miles from Portland Congregation: 
•	Comfort	Inn	Portland	-	1-877-424-6423

8225 Ne Wasco St., Portland 97220
•	Ramada	Portland	East	-	1-800-854-9517

9707 Se Stark St, Portland 97216
•	Chestnut	Tree	Inn	-	1-888-236-5600

9699 Se Stark St., Portland 97216
•	Motel	6	-	Mall	205	-	1-800-466-8356	

9225 Se Stark St., Portland 97216

volunteer
 USHERS are needed to assist with 
offering, greeting, handing out bulletins, 

etc. Ushers can be delegates or non-
delegates. Contact Conference Assistant 

Dianne Webberley (dwebberley@
cofchrist-gpnw.org, 360-834-9664) to 

volunteer.

CoMMUNIoN SERVERS are 
needed for the Sunday Communion and 

Setting Apart worship at 11 am. If you 
would be willing to help out, contact 

Communion Coordinator Shari Amos  
(samos@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 503-674-

8996) to volunteer.

FlAG BEARERS - We will kick off 
Mission Center Conference with our 

traditional opening flag processional. 
Volunteer to your pastor to represent 

your congregation as a flag bearer. All 
ages welcome!

Be sure to get your news into the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by March 1, 2018.



3

l-r: east 
wenatchee‘s
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farley, teachers fran smith and 
janette freel, and games instructor sandy hawkes
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As we prepare to address 
the business of our 
2017 Greater Pacific 
Northwest Mission 

Center (GPNW) Conference, the 
theme for this year’s conference, 
Boldly Follow God’s Vision, seems 
to be both the framework and the 
challenge of our efforts together. We 
come from all areas of the mission 
center to focus on the tasks of our 
stewardship of this vehicle that helps 
us to live out our individual and col-
lective calls to discipleship, centered 
in the greater Pacific Northwest but 
truly having impact throughout the 
world. We are asked 
to look at challenging 
circumstances and see 
where and how it is 
that God is calling us to 
go. And we are tasked 
with making deci-
sions that will guide 
our efforts for both the 
coming year and beyond.
 the significant changes to the 
financial landscape of the church 
in recent years continue to impact 
all levels of the church with new 
challenges and responsibilities. As 
we deal realistically with these, it is 
important to remember that our main 
purpose is to share the message and 
live out the mission of Jesus Christ 
in all its dimensions. that calls us to 
boldly step forward in all elements 
of our discipleship and generosity as 
we discern our responses and con-
sider our decisions.

proposed 2018 mission center 
budget 
 the proposed 2018 budget 
shows an overall increase of 3.9% 
over the 2017 budget. While still a 
significant increase, it is consider-
ably less than the 6.3% overall bud-
get increase for 2017. this year’s 
increase is reflective of three main 
areas: 1) the addition of the Bold 

Moves Grants initiative into the reg-
ular budgeting process for the first 
time; 2) transitioned payroll/benefit 
costs from World Church to GPNW; 
and 3) the addition of a payroll ser-
vice provider due to changes in pay-
roll processing. Both the full-time 
Mission Center President’s position 
and a .475 Fte (full-time-equiva-
lent) Financial Officer position con-
tinue to be funded by this budget.
 A variety of factors, including 
unanticipated payroll/benefit costs 
transitioned to GPNW during 2017, 
have once again forced adjustments 
throughout the remainder of the 

proposed 
budget. 
Increased 
insurance 
costs and 
payroll 
provider 
costs have 
accounted 

for an overall increase in Office 
Administration costs. these have 
been partially offset by a reduction 
in copies/printing, made possible by 
new processes implemented by our 
staff.
 the addition of funding to sup-
port participation in the International 
Youth Forum (IYF) and the Youth 
Camping team Summit (both held 
every three years) have been added 
to the 2018 budget. Previously sup-
ported fully by the International 
Church, IYF has no such funding 
available for 2018, necessitating 
reapportioning our Mission Support 
in other camping-ministry related 
areas. Of course, the decision of 
last year’s conference to place Bold 
Moves into the budget accounts 
for the largest single expense item 
increase for 2018.
 Revised guidelines from the 
Presiding Bishopric continue to rec-
ommend an eventual reduced invest-
ment draw goal of 4%, realizing that 

the road ahead: 2017 gpnw 
conference business
by Steve Pomeroy, GPNW Mission Center Financial Officer

2

southridge
 Southridge Congregation member MacKenzie 
Fix and her boyfriend, Griffin lowe, had a trip 
planned ahead of hurricane harvey to meet friends at 
a lake outside of houston. Once the hurricane hit, they 
decided to take what they could in extra luggage to 
help, including toiletries, blankets, baby formula, and 
cleaning supplies. Once they arrived in texas, they used 
donated funds to purchase water, diapers, more hygiene 
items/toiletries, blankets, towels, and cleaning supplies. 
  they stopped first at 
a church, and they were 
only taking cleaning 
supplies but were able to 
direct them to a non-profit 
organization they were 
partnering with called Blue 
Monkey in Friendswood, 
texas. Blue Monkey is in a 
neighborhood surrounded 
by homes that were 
devastated by the hurricane. 
the streets were lined with 
flooring, sheetrock, and destroyed furniture, as well as 
cars that had been flooded. the donations were greatly 
appreciated! Please keep houston in your prayers as 
they recover. 

east wentachee
 East Wenatchee Congregation brought 
superheroes to this year’s vacation bible school season! 
(See photo, above.)

continued on page 4
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it may take some jurisdictions some years 
to reach that target. Making an immediate 
change to that level in our budgeting would 
mean immediate programming and person-
nel reductions. expense increases and fund-
ing element decreases place us in the posi-
tion of proposing an additional investment 
fund draw of 2.8% for 2018. this is higher 
than last year and is not a sustainable direc-
tion for future budgets, 
but the mission center 
leadership and Mission 
Center Council concur 
it is a necessary step, 
given the unanticipated 
additions and changes 
to the proposed bud-
get. While a higher 
than expected return 
on mission center investments does help to 
ease the immediate impact, those difficult 
conversations regarding programming and 
staffing are realities of our future planning.
 the carry-over operating surplus provi-
sion approved by the conference last year 
provided $23,066 for use in supporting the 
2018 budget. 

proposed allocations
 the total of congregational allocations 
has been maintained at an essentially flat 
level for the past five years of approxi-
mately $127,500. Conference delegates last 
year indicated that congregations should 
be shouldering more of the budget income 
responsibility. In response, initial budget 
planning determined a 7% overall increase 
of congregational allocations. When the 
loss of two congregations from 2017 
budgeting (Woodburn and Olympia) was 
factored in, it proved to create an increase 
closer to 10% and pushed a number of our 
congregations into the untenable position of 
devoting nearly 25% of their operating con-
tributions to paying their 2018 allocation. 
this was not a condition deemed healthy 
for those specific congregations or for the 
overall strength of the mission center.
 After further review, the overall alloca-
tion income increase was placed at 3% for 
2018, and the funding lost from the two 
closed congregations was covered by the 
additional draw on the operating investment 
fund. Both of the closed congregations gift-
ed the mission center with funds from their 
reserves, which were placed in the invest-

ment fund and have been drawing interest. 
Most congregations will see an increase 
in their allocation for 2018; it should be 
remembered that the allocation formula is 
based upon contributions to congregational 
operations and a congregation’s number of 
contributors. No congregation’s allocation 
increases or decreases more than 10% in 
any one year. 

 the allocations 
are a starting point for 
expressing generos-
ity toward the collective 
mission of the mission 
center. the formula used 
for the allocation does 
not include factors such 
as investment earnings 
(which were 11.75% over 

the past fiscal year) or income from other 
sources such as facility rentals or fundrais-
ers. We are continuing to request additional 
contributions to the mission center from 
congregations that have additional capacity 
(Congregational Generosity), from emerg-
ing groups (expansion Groups) and from 
members and friends of the mission center 
(Operating & Youth Contributions). We 
are grateful for the response so many have 
made and continue to make in support of 
our shared mission and rely upon expanding 
these avenues of generosity in the year to 
come. 
 to keep allocations low for congrega-
tions with financial challenges, the budget 
assumes that generous congregations, 
expansion groups, and individual members 
and friends will close the budget gap with 
additional contributions to the mission cen-
ter above their allocated giving. 

resolutions
 In addition to the 2018 budget, the 
conference will be asked to respond to two 
resolutions regarding the mission center’s 
role in the Bend Congregation Property 
Development Project. Bend Congregation 
owns considerable property that will 
dramatically increase in value when it is 
annexed into the city and becomes viable 
for development. It is the intention of the 
congregation to sell its property at that time, 
relocate, and secure its future and its ability 
to provide meaningful mission in the Bend 
community. this project has been ongoing 
for a number of years, stalled at times by 

both economic conditions and government 
regulation decisions. the congregation has 
now joined with neighboring property own-
ers who are working together and with the 
City of Bend to move this project forward. 
It is a long-term project, but now looks at 
hoped-for completion sometime in 2021.
 Some years ago, GPNW confer-
ence action established a loan to Bend 
Congregation to assist with the expense 
burdens of this project. It has always been 
assumed that the loan and interest would be 
payable at the sale of the property, which 
was originally anticipated to be well before 
the loan term date of 2020. As the project 
has moved forward, additional expenses 
have been, and are being, incurred. these 
have been paid for by the congregation and 
by approved additions to the loan principal. 
Phase III, the final phase of this develop-
ment project, is slated to begin in early 
2018, with anticipated expenses of approxi-
mately $130,000. 
 the Bend Property Phase III Funding 
Approval Resolution asks the conference 
to grant approval to mission center officers, 
in consultation with the Mission Center 
Council, to make the final determination if 
Phase III funding shall be added from the 
GPNW Operating Investment Fund to the 
existing Bend-Mission Center loan at the 
continued rate of interest (6%). 
 A second resolution, entitled Bend Loan 
extension, asks that the January 1, 2020 
due date of the existing loan be changed to 
being due and payable upon the sale of all 
or a portion of the Bend church property. 

other business
 the sustaining of GPNW officers, the 
Mission Center Council, and multiple mis-
sion center leadership groups; the receiving 
of reports; and the sustaining of priesthood 
calls will provide the other business of the 
conference session. 
 Our Mission Prayer begins, “God, 
where will your Spirit lead today? help 
me be fully awake and ready to respond.” 
As we consider the business items before 
the conference, may we seriously consider 
those words. Your prayerful considerations 
and your comments are definitely invited as 
we approach our conference time together. 

continued from page 3



mark your calendar: 
2017-2018 retreatsFall is here, and with it brings 

planning for trips to congre-
gations I’ve yet to visit, a 
trip to Alaska, the Women’s 

Retreat in October, Mission Center 
Conference in November, Western 
Field meetings, and schedules and 
planning for a variety of retreats and 
gatherings next spring. 
 the past three months have 
flown	by	in	blur:	four	reunions	and	
one youth camp later, I am sorting 
through the pictures in my mind, 
the conversations, the new friend-
ships, the reconnections, the mes-
sages of encouragement and hope...
in a word, the blessings. each camp 
I visited this summer has its own 
unique personality—a personality 
that is more than just 
the sum of its partici-
pants. having grown 
up knowing Samish 
Island Campground as 
the site of my “home” 
reunion my whole life, 
I looked forward to, 
but had some uncer-
tainties about, my 
visits to Adult Reunion 
at Samish, Family 
Reunion at Lewis River, and Family 
Reunion at Remote. Understand-
ing that folks at Lewis River and 
Remote didn’t know me as well as 
those from Samish (many of whom 
have known me most of my life) 
admittedly crossed my mind with a 
certain amount of anxiety. 
 What I experienced this sum-
mer visiting each of the Greater 
Pacific	Northwest	(GPNW)	Mis-
sion Center’s campgrounds, was...
unexpected. I fully anticipated that 
I would be welcomed at each camp; 
that I would enjoy the ministry, 
hospitality, and fellowship we are so 
good	at	offering;	that	I	would	make	
new friends and have an opportunity 
to share with those friends in various 
ways. All of these things occurred 
and contributed to my overall feeling 
of satisfaction and enjoyment. But 
what I also experienced, which I 
had not anticipated, was an over-
whelming sense of connection, of 

a shared existence, and of being 
part of a family—perhaps like that 
distant cousin who comes to visit for 
the	first	time	and	is	surrounded	by	
people who look the same. 
 It is no secret to anyone here 
in the GPNW Mission Center, 
except perhaps to relative newcom-
ers to the area, that the merging 
of	five	jurisdictions	spread	across	
Alaska, Washington, and Oregon 
has not always been easy. In fact, 
it	has	been	downright	difficult	at	
times. For many years, there was a 
sense of loss— loss of identity, loss 
of familiar leadership styles and 
personalities, loss of central admin-
istration as we knew it. there was 
frequently, too, a question: “What is 

the mission center doing 
for me (or ‘us’)?” Over 
the ensuing 14 years, 
the journey to become 
ONe has become easier, 
more familiar, and more 
comfortable. We’ve 
come far in our identity 
and expression of “com-
munity” over the years. 
That	unified	identity	
and understanding that 

we are no longer “us” and “them”—
“them” being the other geographic 
areas of the mission center that 
weren’t “us”—but “We,” is critical 
to our future and our very existence.
 the most frequent question I’ve 
been asked this summer, whether 
in reunion “chats” or conversa-
tions with people individually, has 
been something along the lines of, 
“What is your vision for the mission 
center?”	The	first	time	that	question	
was asked, in all honesty I had to 
think quickly on my feet. While I 
came into this position with ideas, 
hopes, and enthusiasm, I hadn’t 
really crafted a “vision statement” 
and quickly realized I needed one. 
Over the past couple of months, 
however, I’ve had a chance to really 
contemplate that question, and the 
conclusion I’ve come to is that while 
my vision for a healthy, missional, 
financially	stable,	and	growing	
mission center is the destination, it 

VISIoN QUEST 2017
by Kim Naten, GPNW Mission Center President

women’s retreat: oct. 27-29, 2017
•	 Samish Island Campground
•	 Theme: Renew, Refresh, Rejoice
•	 Guest Minister: Evangelist Susan oxley
•	 Registration Fee: $115 by oct. 21 deadline
•	 Director: Cindie Ellwanger (wangerx4@aol.com)
•	 Register online at https://gpnwCofC.eventbrite.com
 Come and Renew your spirit. Refresh your soul 
with a meditation walk, followed by an afternoon tea 
Party. Rejoice in his presence on Sunday morning.

sr. high youth retreat: nov. 17-19, 2017
•	 lewis River Campground
•	 Theme: Celebrate God’s Joys
•	 Early Bird Fee: $65 if registered by october 30 or
•	 Registration Fee: $80 by Nov. 13 deadline
•	 Co-Directors: Jason Keesee & Dane Mahi     

(gpnwyouthretreat@cofchrist-gpnw.org)
•	 Register online at https://gpnwCofC.eventbrite.com
 Discover what truly brings you joy and what mat-
ters most as we recognize that God can bring us joy in 
many forms, places, and ways.

young adult winter retreat: feb. 9-11, 2018
•	 lewis River Campground
•	 Guest Ministry: Evangelists laurie Sharpe,   

Margaret Polly, Susan Gregory
•	 Director: Sean langdon (slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org)
 All young adults (ages 18-35) are invited to attend as 
we encounter God through spiritual formation, the laughter 
of friends, and playing. Registration information coming!

youth ministries summit: feb. 23-25, 2018
•	 lewis River Campground
•	 Theme: Seeing Them Through God’s Eyes
•	 Director: Sean langdon (slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org)
 the focus will be on bringing ministry to children and 
youth	with	many	different	needs,	challenges,	and	varying	
life experiences. Anyone who engages with children and 
youth ministry is invited to attend. Watch for more info! 

pastors’ retreat: may 18-20, 2018
•	 lewis River Campground
•	 Guest Ministry: President Steve Veazey, Apostle 

Ron Harmon
•	 organizer: Pam Cress (pcress@cofchrist-gpnw.org)
 We will share in worship, learning, discussion, and 
fellowship as we look together at encountering mission 
in our day and time. Save the date now!
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is the journey getting there that more 
predominantly occupies my mind. the 
real question, for me, is “how do we 
do ‘church’ in the 21st century?” Study 
after study tells us that the traditional 
model of Sunday worship service at 
11:00 is losing relevance with younger 
people, and that the praise-band-touting 
mega churches with multiple services 
each Sunday and thousands of members 
are but temporary landing spots for 
people searching for something with 
deep, meaningful, spiritual content—in 
a word, a relationship, not only with 
Jesus Christ, with God, but with other 
disciples seeking expression of their 
understanding of Christ’s mission. So as 
I wrestle with my “vision” for our mis-
sion center, what I’m really wrestling 
with is how do we get there, and how 
do we retain our newfound identity as a 
unified	mission	center	along	the	way?
 If we’re going to be realistic about 
our identity as a mission center, we 
also have to clearly understand our 
resources,	both	financial	and	human.	
There	is	no	“mission	center	office.”	
every mission center employee, myself 
included, works alone from a home 
office.	We	have	virtual	staff	meetings	
and monthly Leadership team meetings 
in person at someone’s home or at one 
of our congregations. While our budget 
has been stretched due to unexpected 
expenses transitioned from headquar-
ters to mission centers, we continue to 
plan workshops, retreats, and Mission 
Center Conference, just with fewer 
staff	and	fewer	dollars.	We	continue	
to publish the Chinook, although only 
twice a year now. Our commitment to 
providing tools and resources for our 
Leadership Support Ministers (LSMs) 
continues with an upcoming all-day 
workshop with Apostle Ron Harmon, 
President of Seventy larry McGuire, 
and Western Field Support Minister 
Bill McFarlin. however, despite the 
appearance that we are continuing 
the status quo of the GPNW Mission 
Center activities and deliverables, we 
are, in fact, wrestling with budgetary 
uncertainties and potentially necessary 
cutbacks in services. those conversa-
tions are ongoing and similar in nature 
to the conversations occurring even now 
in Independence at church headquarters. 

 the challenges I see before us here 
in the GPNW Mission Center are no 
different	or	more	difficult	than	any	other	
mission center in the United States, 
Canada, Australia, or europe. We have 
serious	financial	challenges	to	navigate,	
we are seeing congregations getting 
smaller and young adult attendance de-
clining, and we have a dangerous habit 
of viewing ourselves as an independent 
entity apart from World Church instead 
of a part of World Church. Our identity 
as a mission center, fragile as it may 
seem sometimes, must not be separated 
from our identity within Community of 
Christ. We ARe World Church. World 
Church is US. Just as I am sensing a 
unification	within	the	mission	center,	I	
am also sensing, in many ways, a dis-
connection from World Church. there 
can	be	no	separation:	we	are	different	
parts of one body. (Refer to 1 Corinthi-
ans 12 for more details.) the struggles, 
challenges, and yes, even the blessings, 
of World Church are the same struggles, 
challenges, and blessings of the GPNW 
Mission Center. 
	 As	we	prepare	for	2018	financially,	
missionally, and spiritually, I ask you to 
join me on my vision quest as we open 
our minds, hearts, and eyes to explor-
ing new ways of worshipping and new 
expressions of discipleship. As we navi-
gate this journey together, let us also 
cling tightly to the hope and promises 
of Jesus Christ, as expressed in Doctrine 
and Covenants 165:1a-c: 
a. Community of Christ, a divine vi-

sion is set before you. Presented 
over the years through various 
inspired phrases and symbols, it is 
expressed now through initiatives 
in harmony with Jesus Christ’s 
mission.

b. As a spiritual venture, boldly fol-
low the initiatives into the heart of 
God’s vision for the church and cre-
ation. Then, in response to growing 
insight about God’s nature and will, 
continue to shape communities that 
live Christ’s love and mission.

c. Lovingly invite others to experience 
the good news of new life in com-
munity with Christ. Opportunities 
abound in your daily lives if you 
choose to see them.

Congregational leaders of all types 
across the mission center were engaged 
in learning and sharpening skills in 
the Nuts & Bolts workshops this past 

spring. Workshops were held at University Place, 
Southridge and eugene congregations, as well as 
in Alaska. Leaders across the mission center were 
engaged	in	this	day-long	opportunity	offering	
training and materials to equip and challenge new 
and seasoned folk for mission.
 topics covered and explored included the 
“three R’s” of Leadership: Relationship, Re-
sources, and Requirements. there was something 
for the small through the large congregation and 
leaders of all kinds – pastors, pastoral team lead-
ers,	recorders,	financial	officers,	worship	planners,	
communication coordinators and more. Worship, 
conversation, and fellowship added to the bless-
ings of the day. Attendees were enthusiastic about 
the day with comments like: “A lot of resources 
I hadn’t known about.” “Well done! Very profes-
sional, useful and approachable. excellent hand-
outs and resources.” “Wonderful! excellent day! 
A blessing to be in this community today!” Many 
commented that they felt better prepared to pursue 
mission and had learned something new.
 the good news continues! the materials and 
handouts shared in the workshops are available 
on the mission center website right now. If you 
missed the opportunity to participate, or if you 
would	like	to	find	that	resource	again,	just	go	
to www.cofchrist-gpnw.org and click on the tab 
labeled “Resources.” Clicking on “Congregational 
Officers”	or	“Mission	Tools”	will	offer	you	con-
nection to the documents and resources used in 
the various presentations. Meanwhile, while you 
are there, check out all of the other information 
and resources that are available on the website!
 Be visionary, and plan now to attend the next 
Nuts & Bolts workshops, which will happen in the 
spring of 2020. See you there!

nuts & bolts: 
equipping leaders
by Pam Cress, GPNW Adult Formation Specialist

Be sure to get your news into the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by March 1, 2018.

continued from page 5



WE ARE A BlESSED AND A 
PIlGRIM PEoPlE
by Steve Pomeroy, GPNW Mission Center Financial Officer
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milestones in10

cindy 
mosser is 
ordained to 
elder on august 20 by 
seventy dee robino and elder jim godfrey

congregational life

In one of our newer hymns, Bring 
Forth the Kingdom, we declare our-
selves to be “a blessed and a pilgrim” 
people. As we seek to live out the 

call of our Restoration scripture, those lyr-
ics by Marty haugen become much more 
than just words to a song for us. the chal-
lenges of urgent response, building our 
missional homes, and enabling the church 
to share the gospel message around the 
world is a huge endeavor. At times, any or 
all of these challenges may seem almost 
overwhelming for such a small organi-
zation on such a big stage. But God’s 
revelation to the church in Doctrine and 
Covenants 162 reminds us that they are 
not truly beyond our reach.
 My wife, Mary 
Ann, and I had the 
opportunity to visit 
Kirtland, Ohio, this 
summer. As we toured 
the temple and some of 
the surrounding sites of 
our faith community’s 
early story, I was often 
very aware of how over-
whelming many of the experiences of the 
church’s early vision must have been for 
those people. this was not, and still is not, 
an overly prosperous area. Many of those 
who moved to the area to hopefully build 
a Zionic community brought what little 
they had in a wagon or on their backs. 
What they lacked in material resources, 
they had in vision and desire and a will-
ingness to work hard and sacrifice to bring 
their dream to reality. 
 the temple, built primarily by many 
who had few building skills, is a remark-
able testimony to what a willingness to 
give all to answer God’s call can produce. 
While the building has its own unique 
beauty and enduring qualities, for me it 
is the incredible dedication of the people 
that is the true success story here. God 
called for them to build a house of prayer, 
and no matter what it was going to take, 
they were determined to answer that call. 
Imagine their joy as the temple filled 
beyond capacity for a dedication service 
that lasted seven hours—and left so many 
outside wanting to be part of it all that the 
service was actually repeated!

 I have to admit wondering if today we 
have that same spirit of commitment, of 
dedication, of getting our hands dirty, of 
enduring passion. Ultimately, the experi-
ment of Kirtland failed, but the people 
didn’t give up. they moved on—“God, 
where will your spirit lead today?” We 
would not be here as a faith movement if 
they had looked for the easy ways around 
the challenges or just given up.
 Now, it is our turn. truly we are a 
blessed people in many ways. As God’s 
pilgrims, we are willing to go new direc-
tions and try new approaches (sometimes 
grudgingly!) to journey towards God’s 
vision for creation. We are faced with 
challenges of a different sort, but we are 

also buffered by many comforts 
and conveniences our predecessors 
never even imagined. We under-
stand immediate response. We 
need to raise $15,000 for floods 
in Nepal? Done! We need to raise 
$25,000 for hurricane harvey 
relief? Done! We need to respond 
generously and continuously with 
our tithes to run the church that 

makes all of that possible? NOt DONe!
 We have historically done an incred-
ible job of responding to target-giving 
situations, and yet we seem to struggle so 
mightily with sensing that same kind of 
urgency in providing for the day-to-day 
ability of the church to fulfill its call and 
mission to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
at home and around the world. Will we 
reclaim the elements of commitment, sac-
rifice, and generosity exhibited by our his-
torical brothers and sisters? We have been 
repeatedly alerted to the extreme need and 
current financial conditions of the church 
we claim. Will we respond? target: $15 
million. Done? In time??
 At times, it seems that we are being 
asked to give, give, give from every 
direction. At times, that sense of urgent 
sacrifice is difficult for us to accept. And 
yet, there is a temple in Ohio that is still 
an active center of mission and spiritual 
preparation because a small group of 
people with little beyond the necessities of 
life heeded God’s call to urgent, commit-
ted and total response. Is the call to us any 
different? 

60th wedding 
anniversary
 Jim and Nancy White, 
Salem Congregation, 
celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on 
August 18, 2017. 

birthday milestone
 Eugene Congregation celebrated Pat 
Bonney’s 75th birthday with her, following a 
music-filled service that included her husband, 
John Bonney, and son, Randy, on Sunday, 
August 13. Pat was surrounded by friends and 
family. there were cake and refreshments, 

laughter and fellowship!

blessings
Jaylen Grisham—
Southridge (left, top)
Ka’leah Grisham-
Calhoun—Southridge 
(left, bottom)
Emanuel Irby-
Björkstrom—Crystal 
Springs
Declan Naten—
Woodland Park

ordinations
Gary Farnsworth to 
High Priest—Bend
Cindy Mosser to Elder—
Rogue Valley

superannuations
Richard Dynes, Evangelist—Southridge
Bob logan, Bishop—Samish
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Over Labor Day Weekend, I had the 
honor to join with others who identi-
fied	somewhere	on	the	LGBTQIA+	
spectrum, as well as straight allies, 

at	a	GALA	retreat	at	Camp	Red	Cliffe	in	Hunts-
ville, Utah. GALA is an organization whose 
mission is, “Providing sanctuary, spirituality, 
and transformation: For persons of ALL sexual 
orientations and gender identities through our 
shared faith experience in Community of Christ 
building bridges of understanding.” A common 
theme at the retreat was the concept of “coming 
out.” It was present while people shared their 
personal stories of faith and sexuality in their 
journey as a disciple. We occasionally wept tears 
of pain, hope, and even joy, as we listened to one 
another share their stories of courage. Stories that 
reflected	the	sharing	of	their	authentic	truth	with	
others. 
 A profound moment for me was when I 
began to look at this “coming out” concept with 
new eyes. During one of the theme classes, our 
guest minister, Michele McGrath, counselor to 
the Presiding Bishop, shared how the creation 
story was essentially God’s act of “coming out.” 
It was the moment when God revealed God’s self 
to the universe. I found this provocative state-
ment to be very profound. the truth within it 
stirred further consideration in me. As the discus-
sions continued, I began to think more about our 
Restoration journey as a people of faith in Com-
munity of Christ. Our journey started with an 
inspired beginning in a grove in New York. that 
journey continued as we came out as a people of 
faith to others in Kirtland, Nauvoo, Plano, Lamo-
ni, and Independence, and eventually throughout 
the United States. As our mission evolved, we 
shared the peace of Jesus Christ to people around 
the world. Our journey has taken us to more than 
50 countries. We have gone through continuous 
transformations as we have discerned and sought 
God’s will. We aren’t the same church we once 
were, and while that has created an understand-
able identity crisis for some, it has freed us to 
further our pursuit of living out Christ’s mission 
in the world today. 
 Sixteen years ago, we adopted a new iden-
tity. We searched within to explore who we were 

as a faith community and came to an understand-
ing that we were to be known as Community of 
Christ. Inspired counsel to the church in 2007 
confirmed	this	as	Section	163	was	affirmed	for	
inclusion in the Doctrine and Covenants. Section 
163 opens with “‘Community of Christ,’ your 
name, given as a divine blessing, is your identity 
and calling. If you will discern and embrace its 
full meaning, you will not only discover your 
future, you will become a blessing to the whole 
creation. Do not be afraid to go where it beckons 
you to go.” And now, 16 years after the name 
change and 10 years after Doctrine and Cov-
enants 163, are we still sometimes afraid to go 
where it beckons us to go? Are we hesitant or too 
comfortable to truly build communities centered 
on the teaching of Christ?
 As new people come into Community of 
Christ, I continuously hear stories of joy and 
blessing. I hear of lives transformed in faith as 
they journey with us and God. I hear people 
wonder why they didn’t know of us sooner. For 
far too long, we have been one of the best kept 
secrets in the Christian tradition. If someone is 
on a personal journey of understanding who they 
are as a child of God, then the call to lovingly 
support them without pressure to “come out” is 
important. In terms of who we are as a collective 
people of faith though, it’s time to come out! It’s 
time to become visible to your communities. It’s 
time to claim our truth about the love of Jesus 
Christ for all people and pursue his mission in 
loud and quiet ways in the neighborhoods in 
which we work, live, play, and worship. 
 We are Community of Christ. Our voice can-
not be stilled. We were born into the Restoration 
movement for a purpose. It is a purpose that con-
tinues, maybe even more so, to have relevance 
today. So let us wake up and journey beyond the 
safety of our church buildings and go out proudly 
proclaiming who we are, and whose we are, as 
we live out the mission to which we have been 
called. Yes, we are Community of Christ. And 
with that understanding, let us build Zion, the 
peaceable kingdom of Christ, throughout all of 
Washington, Oregon, Alaska, and beyond!

CoMMUNITY oF CHRIST, 
CoME oUT! by Sean Langdon, GPNW Invitation Support Minister

“Claim your unique and sacred place within the circle of those who call upon the name of Jesus 
Christ. Be faithful to the spirit of the Restoration, mindful that it is a spirit of adventure, openness, 
and searching.” —Doctrine & Covenants 162:2a

Be sure to get your news into the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by March 1, 2018.

the	first	Greater	Pacific	
Northwest Mission 
Center (GPNW) cohort 
of Discipleship NOW 

has fully launched into the year 
of practical application of what 
they have learned and gained in 
their studies. 
 Students have completed the 
required two years of study and 
are now engaging in the plans 
they have made to engage the 
Mission Initiatives in service 
and ministry. every student has 
developed a plan that will pursue 
some missional engagement of 
one	or	several	of	the	five	Mis-
sion Initiatives: Invite People 
to Christ; Abolish Poverty, 
End	Suffering;	Pursue	Peace;	
Develop Disciples to Serve and 
experience Congregations in 
Mission. these plans are unfold-
ing in congregations, in the mis-
sion center, and in communities 
right now and into the coming 
year.
 Is there a Discipleship NOW 
student in your congregation? 
Ask them how things are going! 
We will be hearing some good 
news reports at the upcoming 
Mission Center Conference as 
projects are completed and in the 
year ahead. Please prayerfully 
support these students as they 
step out to serve in new ways!

discipleship 
nOw practicum 
plans in action!
by Pam Cress, GPNW Adult 
Formation Specialist
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payne, salem 
congregation, shops 
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“seeds of blessing”
children’s garden by Sandy Slover, Albany Pastor

the Albany Community 
Garden has been grow-
ing for about eight years. 
each year we evaluate the 

previous year’s garden: what worked 
and what didn’t, and what the needs 
are as we go forward into the next 
garden year. One 
of the things I 
had noticed was 
the interest of the 
neighborhood 
children, as well 
as of my grand-
children and 
others in the con-
gregation. they 
were always 
welcome to help, 
but the parents 
of the neighbor-
hood children 
were concerned 
that their kids 
would be bothering the gardeners. 
So, the idea of a children’s garden 
was born. this project would not 
only provide for our yearly garden 
growth, but also meet my Disciple-
ship NOW practicum assignment 
and annual Seventy plan of ministry, 
both of which wanted a connection 
with Community of Christ Mission 
Initiatives. 
  After some research on what 
other chil-
dren’s gar-
dens looked 
like, as well 
as visiting 
a couple at 
schools, the 
idea was 
presented to 
the garden-
ers. there 
was a lot of 
enthusiasm and ideas. It should have 
a lot of color, raised beds made small 
enough for children to reach the 
middle, and a name that indicated 
the value we placed on the children’s 

participation. 
 Albany had been encouraged to 
apply for another Bold Moves Grant, 
and we felt this was the year to do it. 
the new project seemed to meet the 
Bold Moves Grant criteria of min-
istry to children and ministry with 

non-cultural groups. the 
seed money would cover 
the initial expenses of 
building the children’s 
garden. Based on past 
garden budgets and pric-
ing of current materials, 
a budget was set for the 
children’s garden. the 
ongoing expenses would 
be covered by donations 
and by Albany Congre-
gation. 
 A total of nine chil-
dren participated in the 
project, 
which 

was	plenty	for	our	first	
year. Generally there 
were	five	on	Satur-
days. We were able to 
get participation from 
two neighborhood 
families. One family 
is a household of 15, 
so many vegetables 
were sent to them. this is a Spanish 
speaking home, and my granddaugh-

ter, who is 
bilingual, 
was a great 
help in 
bridging the 
language 
barrier. 
 to main-
tain the 
children’s 
group, we 
plan to have 

monthly activities for them through-
out the winter.

2
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rainier valley night out by Mary Williams
 National Night Out is a nation-wide event held on 
the first tuesday of August. It was created as a deter-
rent to crime. People are encouraged to get out in their 

neighborhoods and meet and 
mingle.
 Rainier Valley 
Congregation has partici-
pated in National Night Out 
for four years. For the second 
year in a row, the congregation 
has participated in this event 
held at the local Safeway store 
site. We set up a table and 
canopy with a children’s play 

area on one side. We gave out slices of watermelon, plus 
had coloring pages available. Our theme was “Celebrate 
Diversity,” which we emphasized with signs, flags, and 
a banner. It was a good time to see and be seen and to 
make our congregation visible in our community.

remote reunion book sale by Vivian Nash
 Our Remote Reunion book sale for Outreach 
International netted $450 in two days! We had tons of 
books donated, and people shopped and donated gener-
ously! (See photo above.)
 these people helped get it all set up and ready 
for business: Jean Jones, Jerry Nash, Vivian Nash, 
MaryAnn Montoya, laurie Hetherington, and 
Janelle Hetherington. there were many others of all 
ages who helped by carrying books, tables, bricks, and 
boards for making shelves, loading, unloading, etc.
 thank you, everyone, for your donations of books, 
shopping, and donating, and all of your support of 
Outreach International! You make a difference!
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spiritual formation and companioning pilot update
by David Brock, Presiding evangelist

You may recall a spring 2015 Chinook article which 
introduced a three-year pilot program in Spiritual 
Formation and Companioning. ten of twelve GPNW 
members who were accepted into the pilot are now 

completing this pilgrimage.
 the article closed with these words: “Because it is a pilot 
program, we will be evaluating extensively and surely learning 
considerably along the way. We hope to start additional three-year 
programs in other locations in subsequent years.”
 We did learn considerably along the way and are grateful that 
the First Presidency has approved a second cohort, which will 
begin in summer 2018 (with 
a first gathering at happy 
Valley Conference Center 
from October 11-14). those 
interested in applying can do 
so by November 2017. Visit 
spiritualformationcenter.org/
formation-program.
 the best way to capture 
the experience of the past three 
years is through GPNW par-
ticipants:
 “...it was within the smaller, covenant group we were assigned 
to, that a deeper, richer sharing took place for me...I have been 
blessed by their willingness to listen to my journey...I pray for an 
opportunity in the future to bring this healing ministry to others.” 
—Laurie Sharpe
 “I felt a profound connection to the present and to the presence 
of God. that oneness was spiritual living. We do not need spiritual 
practices; our life becomes the practice.” —Lenore Hankey
 “...it has given me the opportunity to explore parts of my theol-
ogy and aspects of spirituality I would not have had the courage to 
examine on my own...I’ve discovered I’ll never have the answers 
I’m looking for...but maybe I live more easily with that ambiguity 
and am just grateful to be more fully alive.” —Penny Hammac
 “I have been introduced to the Christian Mystics, Prophetic 
Imagination and holy Listening. I have been encouraged to consid-
er what is sacred and divine...and through this discovery and explo-
ration, I have read a lot of books and written countless responses! 

I have spent 20 days...with fellow sojourners...and have been 
instructed and inspired by their presence and wisdom...the Divine 
has been awakened in me...everything is holy now.” 
—Fae Jackson
 “Our first assignment was to write a spiritual autobiography. 
When I finished I could clearly see how active God had been in my 
life and I was overcome with gratitude and longing to be with God 
often.” —Diane Cardwell
 “I was essentially taught to slow down and notice the world 
unfolding around me.” —Susan Webber
 “...what humans fail to comprehend is that each one of us is 

an ‘Immortal Diamond.’ We 
can be on a journey to experi-
ence the wonder of our oneness 
with the eternal Creator. When 
we embark on that journey, we 
begin to realize the purpose of 
who we are created to be.” 
—Tom Webber
 “I have found the cur-
riculum to be exciting, inspiring 
and challenging! It has broad-

ened my religious foundation greatly and informed my daily spiri-
tual life and ministry as an evangelist.” 
—Lynn Roberts
 “SFCP has taught me to look inward for the Divine; to explore, 
trust and rejoice in our life journey together. I have learned to be 
more mindful and in the present. Usually an anxious person, I am 
no longer consumed with worry. I have learned to make room for 
contentment.” —Margaret Polly
 the Spiritual Formation and Companioning Program is an 
invitation to a transformative journey in the pattern of Christ for 
the sake of God’s shalom. It was developed with the conviction 
that, “Being spiritually formed is foundational to obtaining a clear 
and compelling vision of mission. A compelling sense of mission 
springs from the overflow of deep communion with the Spirit.” 
—Stephen M. Veazey
 If you would like to know more, please contact the participants 
or members of the Spiritual Formation team.

Be sure to get your news into the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by March 1, 2018.

CARAVAN YoUTH VENTURE 2017: oAHU 
by Jody Barnhart, GPNW Youth Venture for Christ Caravan Co-Director

Caravan brought 27 youth and 13 staff to Oahu, hawaii 
in June for a week of ministry, community service, and 
fellowship. this was the first time flying for many, and 
the second time in the last five years that Caravan min-

istered to the hawaiians. 
 Sheyne Benedict wrote the program “Love your Neighbor,” 
which was warmly appreciated by the Saints, both at the huddles 
and on the trip. the program was very much needed in a time when 
we all need to love our neighbor: those that look like us and don’t 
look like us, and those that may worship, believe, and act differ-
ently from ourselves.

 During the week, Caravan stayed at Lokahi Center, the camp-
ground in Waianae. the hawaiians were very gracious in setting up 
tents for us to sleep in. We awoke very early to the sound of chick-
ens; for some, it sounded like a freight train coming through camp. 
 We were fortunate to have Auntie Trudy, Honeybee, and 
Uncle Aaron give us a very traditional hawaiian welcome. We 
were so blessed to have this opportunity to fellowship with some of 
the youth that evening, also.
 Caravan did many hours of community service while on the 
island. We partnered with 808 Cleanups, a nonprofit committed 

continued on page 11



11

a summer with community of christ 
by tanis Rees, Salem Congregation

Church has always been a very confusing subject for me. 
I’ve always wanted to go to youth groups and church 
because I never really understood where I stand with 
God. this summer has been eye opening. I have made 

new friendships, reconnected with old friendships, and I learned 
a lot more about God. I grew up with lots of different stories and 
opinions about God, and because of this summer, I finally figured 
out my own.
 At the beginning of my summer, I went 
to hawaii with the GPNW Caravan. We 
really focused on the enduring Principles. 
Prior to Caravan, I had never really heard 
people talk about the enduring Principles. I 
never even really knew what they were. In 
hawaii, I would watch for examples of them 
everywhere we went. I would see Unity 
in Diversity in the families at the home-
less shelters, or Blessings of Community 
when congregations from all over Oahu 
got together to watch our program, or I would wake up to scream-
ing chickens and a perfect view of the mountains and realize the 
Sacredness of Creation. It was a beautiful experience, and I am so 
glad I got to be a part of it. 
 A week after I got home from hawaii, I was off to senior high 
camp at Camp Remote, in Southern Oregon. even though there 
were a lot of kids from Caravan, it was a very different experience. 

each day, our pastor, Jody, focused on something different (Sincere 
Sunday, Merciful Monday, trusting tuesday, etc.). the day I will 
remember the most was Forgiveness Friday. I didn’t think there 
was anyone I really wanted or needed to forgive, but as I got to 
thinking, there were things from five years ago to just the night 
before that I thought I had gotten over or forgotten about, that were 
still in the back of my mind. Working on forgiveness helped me 

feel truly peaceful. I got to spend a sacred week 
in such a beautiful and sacred place.
 the last and most exciting adventure I went 
through this summer was Spectacular in 
Lamoni, Iowa. SPeC was an experience I hope 
to never forget. I met so many new people and 
got to spend time with people I knew when I 
lived in Missouri. the Northwest Delegation 
mostly focused on spirit, friendship, and just 
having fun. Our games were always FULL of 
energy, and the classes we got to take taught 
really cool skills, from cooking to stone carving 

to learning how to hula! every night had some fun performance or 
talk, and then we’d head to the dorms where, on the girls’ side for 
the GPNW, we ended the night with a hug line from our staff.
 this summer has been quite busy and full of adventure. I bond-
ed with so many new people while my connection with God grew 
stronger. I will never forget this summer, and I cannot wait for the 
adventures to come with Community of Christ next year.

to restoring hawaii’s natural beauty, to clean a beach close to the 
campground. Over 1,800 cigarette butts and 2,100 bottle caps were 
picked up in a little over 90 minutes, along with 55 pounds of recy-
cling and over 84 pounds of litter. 
 then it was off to feed the homeless in Waianae. We prepared 
two large pots of chili and rice, salad, and enchiladas. It was a melt-
ing pot of loaves and fishes. At the Waianae shelter, we fed over 
100 wonderful sharing people.
One of the highlights for many 
of us at the shelter was getting 
to hold a two-week-old baby; 
the mother was so trusting with 
a bunch of teenagers and lov-
ing staff to share her pride and 
joy with us. 
 We also worked around 
four hours at the Institute for 
human Services, where we did 
a total makeover of a room that 
the women and children can now use for their meals. We unloaded, 
organized, and stacked on shelves 12-15 pallets of various donated 
items. After we cleaned and organized, we cleaned out their thrift 
store so that it could be better utilized.
 We were able to visit Pearl harbor, the USS Arizona memorial, 
and Punchbowl Crater. At the Dole Plantation, the pineapple ice 
cream was a big hit. then we were off to the Polynesian Cultural 

Center, where many learned native hawaiian dances. Carter 
Velarde was kept on stage to show off how talented he was danc-
ing the hula. After a wonderful luau and a breathtaking show, we 
headed back to our tents. Many of us saw turtles while swimming 
at North Shore; Sam Barker came nose-to-nose with one. At 
hanauma Bay, many of us snorkeled for the first time.
 Our worships were held in the Lokahi Center’s new pavilion. It 

was so nice to worship and enjoy all the 
labors of love the hawaiians have put 
into their campground. We tried each 
evening to journal our four “P’s” of the 
day – the Pit, Praise, Prayer, and Peak of 
the day. Many evenings we arrived back 
too late to journal, but found time in the 
vans traveling to various locations.
 Our final night at Oahu was 
spent watching fireworks off the shore 
with the youth and youth leaders of 
hawaii. We had a wonderful evening of 

playing together and ended with a wonderful worship and adminis-
trations. What a very memorable venture.
 the 2018 Caravan will travel to the Inland West Mission 
Center, with possible stops in Boise, hagerman, Buhl, Salt Lake 
City, Pocatello, and New Plymouth. Plans are beginning to be 
made as we prepare for another great outreach ministry. Please put 
June 23-July 1 on your calendar for Caravan 2018!

continued from page 10



12

we proclaim Jesus Christ
and promote communities
of joy, hope, love and peace.

17349 SE 134th Street
Renton, WA  98059

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SEATTLE, WA

PERMIT NO. 1479
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invite people to christ
Clark Chaney—Portland
Joe Clarence—Eugene
Airian Copas—Salem
Carolyn Cunningham—Eugene
leah Issak—Portland
Bobbi layne—Portland
lucy lytle—Cowlitz Valley
DeMichael McGill—Southridge

Evelyn Sargeant—Renton
Eva Skoorsmith—Crystal Springs
Courtney Smith—Auburn
Madison Sowers—Woodland Park
Katie Taylor—Southridge
Brandon Tonihka—Salem
Terry Welch—East Wenatchee
Aiden York—Cowlitz Valley

Below are recently reported baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW Mission Center:

l-r: katie taylor is 
baptized on may 14 by 
richard dynes

joe clarence is 
baptized on august 
10 by his grandfather, 
john t. wigle

carolyn cunningham is 
confirmed on august 9 
by her daughter, jody 
barnhart, assisted by 
marnie benedict

airian copas is 
baptized on june 11 by 
john mills
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